Telegraph  Hill  Dwellers  Voice  Mail/Hot  Line,  255-6799;  Fax.  255-6499 


BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS  1996-1997 

President:  Joe  Luttrell  Fr  Dfflrin- 

28  Napier  Lane,  433-2105 


Julienne  Christensen 

26  Child,  989-4300 


Vice  President:  Gerry  Crowley 

1808  Grant,  781-4201 

Recording  See’y:  Art  Peterson 

101 -A  Telegraph  Hill,  956-7817 

Corresponding  Sec’y:  Billie  Atlas 

1730  Kearny,  433-1634 


Mia  Morrill 

576  Greenwich,  982-8640 

Semaphore  Editor:  Patricia  Cady 

480  Vallejo,  397-2175 

Semaphore  Staff: 

Advertising  Manager:  Steve  Hord 

50  Alta,  781-1117 


Ken  Scudder 

335  Green,  397-8821 

Richard  Weissman 

455  Vallejo,  398-6825 

Directors  1996-1998 

Dawne  Bernhardt 

566  Vallejo,  982-3314 


Treasurer:  Maud  Hallin 

463  Greenwich,  781-3761 

Financial  Sec’y:  June  Fraps 

1952  Stockton,  392-1187 


Business  Manager:  Joe  Luttrell 

28  Napier  Lane,  433-2105 

Directors  1996-1997 


Dick  Marshall 

122  Alta,  885-5128 

Clyde  Steiner 

20  Prescott,  398-8093 


Historian:  Rhoda  Robinson 

276  Francisco,  781-5221 


A.  S.  Chang 

260  Bay,  331-9595  X  733 


Howard  Wong 

126  Varennes,  982-5055 


INSIDE  THIS  ISSUE 

Editor’s  Desk . 3 

President’s  Letter .  5 

THD  Board  Resolutions .  7 

Nominees  for  THD  Officers .  7 

New  Members .  7 

Planning  &  Zoning  Report . 8 

High-Tech  Antennas .  9 

N.I.C.E.  Committee . 10 

Green  Thumb  Honor  Roll . 11 

Honoring  Heritage  of  the  Hill . 12 

Jerry  Stoll’s  Photographs . 13 


Where  Have  Cats  Gone? . 13 

Pioneer  Park:  We  Need  Your  Help . 14 

Parking  &  Traffic  Report .  17 

Port-Pourri . 19 

New  DPT  Chief,  Bill  Maher .  21 

Exercise  Class .  22 

Green  Team  .  22 

Tel-Hi  Consumer  Outreach . 23 

North  Beach  Library  Programs .  24 

Raccoon  Alert . 25 

We  Regret  the  Loss  of  Good  Friends.. 26 
THD  Committees  Need  You . 27 


Printed  on  recycled  paper 


Cover:  Herb  Kosovitz  brought  his  sketch  pad  to  Washing¬ 
ton  Square.  The  original  of  this  drawing  was  donated , 
along  with  works  by  many  other  local  artists,  for  auction 
at  the  Evolving  Space  Gallery  as  a  fund-raiser  for  the 
Pioneer  Park  Project.  The  event  netted  $13,000. 


The  Semaphore  is  a  publication  of  the  Telegraph 
Hill  Dwellers  for  its  members.  Articles,  except 
for  the  summary  of  Board  of  Directors’  Motions, 
do  not  necessarily  reflect  the  official  position  of 
the  Association  or  its  Officers,  but  are  the  opin¬ 
ions  of  the  writers  of  the  individual  signed  ar¬ 
ticles.  The  Association  can  take  no  responsibil¬ 
ity  for  their  content.  This  membership  publica¬ 
tion  is  not  to  be  reprinted  or  disseminated  with¬ 
out  written  permission. 


Issue  Number  139  Spring  1997  -  Page  No  3 


EDITOR  S  DESK 

David  F.  Myrick  who  literally  “wrote  the  book"  about 
Telegraph  Hill,  which  sold  in  1972  for  $9.95  (now 
priced  at  $175  at  used  book  dealers),  was  the  first  edi¬ 
tor  of  our  organization’s  publication,  the  Telegraph  Hill 
Bulletin.  He  sent  me  a  copy  of  the  first  issue.  No.  1, 
dated  May,  1956.  The  following  excerpts  of  the  news 
he  reported  41  years  ago  prove  that  the  more  things 
change... 

1 1  -story  Apartment  Building  Threatens  Telegraph  Hill. 
Summary:  Construction  of  a  30-unit  building  at  1255 
Montgomery  (behind  Speedy’s)  was  approved  by  the 
Board  of  Permit  Appeals  before  the  40-foot  height  limit 
included  the  Hill's  south  face.  In  consequence,  “A  wave 
of  protest  ensued"  from  residents  of  Telegraph  Hill, 
from  people  in  other  neighborhoods  and  in  other  cities. 
The  Chronicle  editorialized  against  it;  a  THD  delega¬ 
tion  led  by  then-President,  Ken  Evers,  met  with  Mayor 
Christopher,  and  an  attorney  representing  THD  filed  a 
petition  for  a  rehearing,  which  was  denied.  The  report 
concluded  that  “Further  action  is  under  study  by  the 
Dwellers'  Legal  Committee.”  Action  apparently  in¬ 
cluded  fighting  for,  and  winning,  a  rehearing.  In  the 
process,  they  preserved  the  Hill’s  south  face  from  a  wall 
of  highrises.  To  these  neighbors,  thank  you  and  bravo! 


Freebairn-Smith  &  Crane 

Planning,  Urban  Design,  Architecture 


Rod  Freebairn-Smith 
Janet  Crane 
(415)  398  4094 


Tree  Plantings.  Following  many  hours  of  conferences 
with  city  officials  and  considerable  planning,  new  trees 
have  been  planted  on  Chestnut  and  Union  Streets. 

Tardy  THD’ers  are  reminded  to  pay  their  $  1 .00  member¬ 
ship  dues.  Checks  are  accepted  from  members  short  on 
cash. 

At  the  party  celebrating  THD's  Second  Anniversary,  new 
officers  and  directors  presented  first-President  Fred  Meyer 
with  a  “special  citation  in  the  form  of  a  large  diploma”. 
Now  as  then,  working  with  THD  for  the  good  of  the  hill  is 
inevitably  educational. 


Pahicia  P).  JHorenfjen 


CONCUUtANT 

•43!3  QREEN  Street  No.  < 

SAN  FRANCISCO,  CALUJ^CRNl  A 

D41SJ  781-0456 


LOUIS  J.  SILCOX 


TELEGRAPH  HILL  DWELLER 
SINCE  1975 


Specialist  in  Telegraph  &  Russian  Hill  Properties 

1699  Van  Ness  Avenue 
San  Franciscom,  CA  94109 
(415)474-1750 

Res:(415)  788-2008  Fax:(415)  771-1264 
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SHOW  NEIGHBORHOOD  SUPPORT 


ESPRESSO  CAPPUCCINO  VINO  PANINI 

cT  n  *-o 


423  Columbus  Ave. 
San  Francisco,  CA  94133 

Hanna  &  Sandy  Suleiman  415-397-6261 


NORTH  BEACH  PIZZA,  INC. 

1499  Grant  Avenue 

San  Francisco,  California  94133 


(415)  433-2509  (415)  433-1818  Fax (415)  433-7217 


Matteo  Ciuffreda 
781-1063 

-slf atttucci  &  do. 

•  INOC  1*04 
MANUfACTURINt 

FINE  JEWELRY 
450  COLUMBUS  AVE. 


ALFRED  R.  PISCIOTTA  &  SONS 

Custom  Upholstering  &  Window  Furnishings 

Frank  R.  Pisciotta 

Trade  Consultant 


“Old  World  Craftmanship”  since  1934 

2060  Stockton  •  San  Francisco  •  (415)  781-6277 


'★  ★  ★"  Michael  Bauer 
San  Francisco  Chronicle 


Dinner  -  lues-  Sat.  -  5:30  - 10:00 
2  3  3  0  Taylor  St.  &  Columbus 
telephone  5  6  3  -  6  2  6  6 
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President’s  Letter 


How  necessary  is  the  Telegraph 
Hill  Dwellers,  and  what  purposes 
does  it  serve?  Fair  questions  to 
ask  a  President  on  his  way  out; 
let  me  try  a  few  answers  on  you. 

Sometimes  I  think  of  the  Hill 
Dwellers  as  a  criminal  defendant, 
an  unlikely  analogy.  But  there  are 
times  when  the  group  or  its  neigh¬ 
borhood  is  dramatically  threat¬ 
ened.  Powerful  public  or  private 
forces  are  arrayed,  and  the  fight 
is  on.  The  “Nightmares  That 
Weren’t”  which  I  wrote  about 
some  years  ago  are  good  ex¬ 
amples — the  freeway  proposed  to 
roar  by  the  Hill’s  east  slope;  the 
highrises  that  threatened  to  dot 
the  Hill’s  top;  and  the  parking 
garage  to  be  built  under  and  on 
Washington  Square.  Cumula¬ 
tively,  their  effect  would  have 
been  tremendously  negative.  The 
key  word  in  all  these  instances 
was  “confrontation.”  We  were  in 
battles  to  win  or  lose,  reacting  to 
pressures  from  the  outside.  Not 
pleasant  at  all,  but  not  to  be 
avoided. 

Then  there  are  the  times  when  I 
think  of  the  Hill  Dwellers  as  a  jun¬ 
ior  family  member  or  an  em¬ 
ployee  in  a  large  firm.  Money, 
decision-making  power  and  ex¬ 
pertise  lie  with  others,  and  we  are 
trying  to  tap  into  it.  The  400  Trees 


Project  was  a  great  example, 
with  Friends  of  the  Urban  For¬ 
est  offering  both  knowledge 
and  grant  monies  in  our  effort 
to  “Green  the  Hill”;  the  Pioneer 
Park  Project  at  Coit  Tower  is 
another.  In  these  instances,  the 
key  word  is  “cooperation.”  A 
win-win  scenario  is  a  given; 
good  vibrations  abound.  We 
are  not  reacting,  but  initiat¬ 
ing — and  that  can  often  be 
more  difficult,  because  an  op¬ 
portunity  must  be  perceived,  or 
even  created,  and  then  acted 
upon. 

In  both  cases,  results  can  be  tre¬ 
mendously  gratifying,  and  con¬ 
tribute  mightily,  sometimes  in 
an  essential  way,  to  the  neigh¬ 
borhood  we  want  to  live  in.  A 
group  like  the  Hill  Dwellers  IS 
a  necessity,  one  whose  absence 
or  weakness  we  would  note 
only  too  late. 


One  of  the  pleasures  of  my  ten¬ 
ure  has  been  realizing  how  many 
people  figured  this  out  long  be¬ 
fore  I  did  and  who  have  acted  ac¬ 
cordingly.  Our  present  board  has 
been  particularly  strong;  our  vice 
president  and  likely  next  presi¬ 
dent,  Gerry  Crowley,  seemed  to 
do  just  about  everything.  And  I 
was  particularly  heartened  by 
contributions  from  many  past 
presidents:  June  Fraps,  Rod 
Freebairn-Smith,  Anne  Halsted, 
Jerry  Petruzzellli,  Bob  Tibbits, 
and  Jane  Winslow,  and  former 
vice  president  Herb  Kosovitz. 
The  experience  runs  long  and 
deep. 

But  new  blood  is  always  needed; 
so  I  say  to  you,  is  the  Hill  worth 
preserving  and  improving?  Chip 
in  and  make  a  difference. 
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JULIUS 

CASTII 

1541  Montgomery  St  Son  Francisco,  CA 
Atop  Telegraph  Hill  overlooking  San  Francisco  Bay 
Featuring  exquisite  continental  cuisine, 
elegant  service,  rare  vintage  wines  and  spirits 
with  unsurpassed  views  in  an  intimcle  atmosphere. 

A  San  Francisco  Tradition  since  1922. 

Lunch  Monday-  Friday  from  11*30-4*00  p.m. 

Evenings  from  5.00-10  00  p.m. 

M  motor  cradtt  corps  occupied  /  Vo**'  Sorting  /  Srtvol#  Somes  Welcome 


For  reservations  oleose  call  362-3042 


261  Columbus  @  Broadway  phone:  362-8193 


CITY  LIMITS 


YOUR  NEIGHBORHOOD  BOOKSTORE 


Opel  Evervdav.  from  10  A.M.  -  Midnight 


Diane  R.  Shepherd 

BOOKKEEPING  SERVICES 


22  BATTERY  STREET,  SUITE  800 
(415)  986-6652  SAN  FRANCISCO,  CA  94111 


Open 
7 

Days 

LUNCH  -  DINNER  -  LATE  NIGHT 
Eat  in  or  Take  Out 

Bay  &  Powell  -  Northpoint  Mall 

Validated  Parking 


Neptune  Society 

*  OF  NORTHERN  CALIFORNIA  ^ 


Since  1 974 


Cremation  &  Memorial  Services 


Simple. . .  Affordable. . .  Personal. . .  Dignified 
Sea-Scattering  Services  •  Low-Cost  Funerals 
Our  Neptune  Society  Guaranteed  Trust  Plan 
Protects  Your  Survivors  Emotionally  and  Financially. 


Please  phone  or  write ,  to  request  our  free  brochure. 

In  San  Francisco 

2740  Hyde  Street,  Suite  100  San  Francisco,  CA  94109 

(415)  771-0717 
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THD  BOARD  RESOLUTIONS 


November  12,  1996 

The  Board  approved  a  motion  to  donate  $30  to  the  Tel  Hi  Center’s  Holiday  Book  Drive. 

The  Board  also  agreed  to  send  a  $100  donation  to  the  youth  fund  at  Sts.  Peter  and  Paul  Church  in  appreciation  for 
hosting  the  pre-election  Issues  and  Candidates  Night  and  other  events. 

December,  1996:  No  Board  meeting. 

January  14,  1997 

There  was  unanimous  agreement  by  the  Board  to  send  a  letter  to  the  San  Francisco  Board  of  Supervisors  support¬ 
ing  placement  in  Washington  Square  Park  of  the  state  historical  plaque  honoring  Juana  Briones. 

A  proposal  to  convert  the  former  Pagoda  Palace  Theater  on  Powell  Street  to  a  restaurant-theater  was  supported  by 
the  Board  with  the  following  amendments:  (1)  The  proposed  Planning  Code  amendment  should  be  changed  to 
further  restrict  the  use  of  a  full-service  restaurant  to  operate  concurrently  with  a  movie  theater  or  live  theater  such 
as  cabaret,  musical  performances,  or  recitals.  (2)  Parking  problems  should  be  addressed  as  a  conditional  approval 
of  the  proposed  conditional  use  permit. 


Nominees  for  Telegraph  Hill  Dwellers  Officer 
and  Board  of  Directors,  1997  - 1998 

President,  Gerry  Crowley;  Vice  President,  Howard  Wong;  Recording  Secretary,  Karen  Kevorkian;  Treasurer, 
Paul  Switzer;  Financial  Secretary,  June  Fraps;  Historian,  Rhoda  Robinson;  Semaphore  Editor,  Pat  Cady; 
Corresponding  Secretary,  Arthur  Chang.  Directors,  1997-  1999:  Billie  Atlas,  James  Attwood,  Julie  Christensen, 
Nancy  Shanahan.  Directors,  1997  -  1998:  Sheila  Black,  Nancy  Lenvin,  Dick  Marshall,  Clyde  Steiner.  Ex 
officio:  Joe  Luttrell. 


Welcome  to  New  Members 

Our  new  membership  folder  is  bringing  in  new  members  at  a  good  rate,  thanks  to  the  cafes  and  shops  that 
have  let  us  put  out  the  folders. 

Welcome  to  the  members  who  have  joined  since  the  last  Semaphore  was  issued:  Linda  Bowen.  Bernard 
Clark,  Peter  and  Sylvie  Cox,  Timothy  Darling,  Atit  Desai,  Denise  Saint  Onge  and  Tom  Eby,  Deirdre  En¬ 
glish,  Alfred  Fontes,  Henri  and  Frederique  Froissart,  Donald  Grimes,  Stephen  Harper,  Bill  Hemmer,  Gary 
Ittig,  Matt  McGrath,  Dennis  and  Susan  Mooradian,  Rich  Quarles,  Mary  Purdy-Read  and  Robert  Read,  Amy 
Stone,  T.  Mason  Talamo,  Bert  Tonkin,  and  Sharon  Wu. 
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PLANNING  AND  ZONING  REPORT 

by  Richard  Marshall 


Dalla  Torre  Restaurant 

Efforts  to  solve  the  noise  problem  at  the  Dalla  Torre 
restaurant  continue  including  a  meeting  held  Jan.  15, 
wherein  the  restaurant  owner  laid  out  his  plans.  He 
proposes  to  install  a  packaged  air  conditioner  on  the 
second  floor  of  the  restaurant  in  early  February,  be¬ 
lieving  that  closing  the  windows  and  air  condition¬ 
ing  this  portion  of  the  building  will  suffice.  Neigh¬ 
bors  emphasize  that  noise  from  the  air  conditioner, 
view  blockage  and  vibration  are  unacceptable  ac¬ 
companiments. 

Residence  at  255  Chestnut 

The  owner  adjacent  to  proposed  construction  of  a  3- 
story  residence  over  a  garage  at  255  Chestnut  has 
one  of  the  hidden  treasures  of  Telegraph  Hill.  This 
property  includes  an  open  tree-lined  park-like  entry 
area,  a  residence  with  broad  handsome  views  and 
truly  charming  character  all  of  which  the  owner  be¬ 
lieves  will  be  seriously  affected  by  the  proposed  con¬ 
struction.  As  reported  in  the  Winter  Semaphore ,  the 
developer  and  neighbors  discussed  a  compromise 
which  could  lower  a  portion  of  the  new  building, 
retain  its  functional  qualities  and  preserve  the  char¬ 
acter  of  the  existing  mid-block  open  space.  The 
Committee  continues  to  urge  this  type  of  agreement 
to  preserve  an  important  asset  of  Telegraph  Hill. 

Scenic  Ordinance 

Supervisor  Barbara  Kaufman  joined  authors  of  the 
Scenic  Ordinance  and  other  involved  THD  members 
for  a  tour  of  Telegraph  Hill  on  January  4,  intended 
to  clarify  the  Ordinance's  purpose  and  need.  Ordi¬ 
nance  authors  Attorneys  Jerry  Petruzzelli  and  Jack 
Moss,  Architects  Herb  Kosovitz  and  Richard 
Marshall,  together  with  THD  President  Joe  Luttrell, 
Planning  and  Zoning  Committee  members  James 
Attwood  and  Andy  Katz  explained  that  the  Ordinance 
would  preserve  the  neighborhood  character,  discour¬ 
age  lot  mergers  leading  to  large-scale  development 
and  permit  reasonable  development.  Supervisor 
Kaufman 


convincingly  emphasized  that  it  is  essential  to  get  the 
maximum  support  possible  from  absentee  landlords. 
Members  in  the  group  added  that  tenants,  too,  are 
hill-dwelling  San  Francisco  voters  who  play  a  big  role 
in  community  affairs  and  whose  lives  are  affected 
daily  by  the  quality  of  their  environment.  Attention 
was  called  to  the  most  recent  membership  poll  which 
was  overwhelmingly  in  favor  of  the  Ordinance.  All 
were  grateful  to  Supervisor  Kaufman  for  sharing  her 
leisure  time  with  us  and  were  charmed  by  her  pa¬ 
tience  and  interest. 

Future  Activity 

This  new  year  will  bring  renewed  action  on  develop¬ 
ments  at  the  Sansome  Street  Cliffs,  use  of  the  Pagoda 
Theater,  the  North  Beach  Garage,  building-top  an¬ 
tenna  proposals,  an  apartment  house  zoning  issue, 
possibly  the  International  Hotel  site  development  and 
other  emerging  issues.  42  members  have  stated  their 
interests  in  this  Committee,  only  some  of  whom  par¬ 
ticipate.  The  Committee  needs  your  insights  and  ac¬ 
tion. 


Practicing  in  Estate  Planning, 
Pro  fate  and  Elder  Faw 


Carolyn  M.  Baulsier 
Attorney  at  Law 


55  New  Montgomery  Street  Td:  (415)  777-3681 

Suite  803  ' 

San  Francium.  CA  94105  (415>  777  5227 
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HIGH-TECH  ANTENNAS  SPROUT  ON  LOCAL  ROOFTOPS 

by  Nan  Roth 


Many  Telegraph  Hill  residents  have  recently 
received  notification  of  Planning  Commission 
hearings  and  review  of  Conditional  Use  Per¬ 
mits  for  the  installation  of  wireless  commu¬ 
nication  antennas  on  neighborhood  rooftops. 
There  has  been  a  temporary  moratorium  on 
such  installations  in  residential  areas  which 
exempts  “publicly  used”  buildings.  This  has 
created  intense  competition  for,  and  a  high 
concentration  of  antennas  on,  a  limited  num¬ 
ber  of  sites. 

One  of  those  sites  is  the  North  East  Medical 
Services  (NEMS)  building  at  1520  Stockton 
Street,  a  lot  that  is  not  zoned  residential,  but 
is  immediately  adjacent  to  residential  zoning. 
GTE  Mobilnet  already  has  antennas  at  this 
location,  and  on  January  9,  the  Planning  Com¬ 
mission  approved  an  application  by  Sprint  for 
placing  9  more  antennas.  Needless  to  say,  if 
all  the  potential  telecommunications  provid¬ 
ers  decide  this  is  their  preferred  location,  and 
there  are  no  regulatory  tools  to  stop  them,  we 
would  have  cause  for  concern.  We  recently 
learned  that  current  Federal  regulations  pro¬ 
hibit  local  jurisdictions  from  denying  permits 
for  these  installations  based  on  health  concerns. 


Organize,  Clean  or 
Disperse  Your  Possessions 

Museum  collection  managers  experienced  in 
caring  for,  storing  and  moving  objects,  photos 
and  archives,  will  clear  away  your  chaos. 

Call:  OVERMIRE  ASSOCIATES 
North  Beach  Office 
415-837-1203 


THD’s  Planning  and  Zoning  Committee  has 
been  trying  to  locate  more  information  about 
these  installations,  and  the  impacts  of  mul¬ 
tiple  installations  at  a  single  location.  If  you 
can  help  in  this  effort,  or  know  of  anyone  with 
technical  expertise  on  the  subject,  please  con¬ 
tact  me  at  398-7893.  I  can  also  provide  cop¬ 
ies  of  current  regulations. 

In  addition,  carefully  read  any  mass  mailings 
that  you  receive  from  Sprint  and  other  com¬ 
munication  companies.  Buried  in  these  let¬ 
ters  is  mention  of  the  need  for  locating  base 
stations  in  “your”  neighborhood,  and  a  return 
postcard  offering  support  for  such  installa¬ 
tions.  We  understand  that  if  you  return  the 
postcard,  there  is  a  follow-up  letter  asking  you 
to  send  a  letter  to  the  Planning  Commission. 
Be  wary  of  such  requests. 
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N.  I.  C.  E.  COMMITTEE  REPORT 

by  Dawne  Bernhardt 


From  Carols  to  Curbs  to  Commendations. 

The  December  evening  was  perfect  for  the  Second 
Annual  THD  Christmas  Caroling  Party.  Carrying 
candles  and  looking  festive  in  holiday  scarves,  THD 
members  Billie  Atlas,  June  Fraps,  Steve  Hord,  Rhoda 
Robinson,  Howard  Wong,  Dawne  Bernhardt,  Pat 
Cady  and  North  Beach  Neighbor  Johnny  Meyers  and 
other  friends  were  accompanied  on  the  auto  harp  by 
Sara  Gregory.  Appreciative  shoppers  and  strollers 
gathered  as  the  singers  made  their  way  from  Wash¬ 
ington  Square  to  Caffe  Trieste  singing  traditional  and 
popular  Christmas  songs.  A  spontaneous  invitation 
from  the  Lost  and  Found  Saloon  was  accepted,  and 
with  many  smiles  the  carolers  entertained  patrons 
with  “Tis  the  season  to  be  jolly,  Falalalala.”  Again, 
Maud  Hallin  and  her  helper  Malena  Bonnier  had 
steaming  Swedish  glug  and  ginger  cookies  awaiting 
the  carolers  at  their  last  stop  on  Upper  Greenwich. 
Second  servings  and  responsive  neighbors  brought 
the  evening  to  a  particularly  delicious  end. 

April  19,  Clean  Sweep  Day,  will  soon  be  here.  An 


invitation  is  out  to  Hill  Dwellers  and  friends  to 
join  NICE  Committee  members  in  this  annual 
spring  clean-up.  This  year,  in  addition  to  litter 
pick  up,  we  will  be  helping  the  Department  of 
Public  Works  by  mapping  curbside  problems: 
ruts,  breaks  and  holes  in  the  asphalt  which  col¬ 
lect  rainwater  and  debris  will  be  noted,  along 
with  grafitti  and  areas  of  excessive  litter.  Vol¬ 
unteers  will  meet  at  9:45  AM  at  Washington 
Square  across  from  SS  Peter  and  Paul  Church, 
and  end  at  noon  for  a  picnic  lunch  on  the  terrace 
behind  Coit  Tower  at  Pioneer  Park. 

The  Neighborhood  Improvement  Conservation 
and  Enhancement  Committee  particularly  en¬ 
joys  giving  recognition  through  awards  to  spe¬ 
cial  people  whose  contributions  enhance  living 
on  the  Hill.  Applications  for  the  Green  Thumb 
Honor  Roll  and  the  Honoring  the  Heritage  of 
the  Hill  award  are  available  by  calling  982-33 1 4. 
Current  recipients  and  their  activities  are  de¬ 
scribed  in  this  issue. 


Charles  W.  Baker,  M.S.,  D.C. 

Chiropractor 

*  Chiropractic  Sports 
Physician 

*  Workers'  Compensation 
Evaluator 

*  Podiatry 
«  Massage 

•  415  »  986  «  1599  • 


NORTHPOINT 

Chiropractic 
Clinic  j 

A  MULTI-SERVICE  HEALTH  GROUP 


Northpoint  Centre  ■  350  Bay  Street  ■  San  Francisco,  CA  94133 
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Green  Thumb  Honor  Roll 


Hill  residents  whose  gardening  efforts  around  their  homes 
can  be  appreciated  by  all  who  pass  by 


Bountiful  Gardens  -  Vallejo  Street  Stair  Gardens 

Sean  Roherty,  Robert  &  Jeanne  Anderson,  Scott  Becker,  Joe  Fortney,  Kris  Redmond,  Kevin  Vanderhoff. 

Agapanthus,  mountain  laurel,  jade,  blooming  red  aloe  are  among  many  plants  and  trees  that  have  transformed  the 
concrete  traffic  barrier  on  the  precipitous  east  face  of  Vallejo  above  Montgomery.  The  bountiful  gardens  and 
winding  paths  came  into  being  in  the  70s,  thanks  to  the  efforts  of  Rod  Freebairn-Smith  and  other  THD  members, 
and  the  Department  of  Public  Works.  Now  a  dedicated  team  of  7  neighbors  who  maintain  and  donate  new  plants 
fight  the  litter  battle,  and  are  very  concerned  about  plants  dying  in  the  shade  of  trees  overdue  for  pruning.  Are  you 
listening,  DPW? 

Glorious  Greenery  -  Vallejo  Street  above  Kearny 
June  and  John  Coyle,  Jim  Augustino 

For  over  thirty  years  June  and  John  have  been  nurturing  the  flowering  acacias  near  their  home  from  479-487 
Vallejo.  Some  ten  years  ago  June  planted  the  equally  beautiful  and  thriving  acacias  at  471-477.  Fortunate  Febru¬ 
ary  passersby  enjoyed  the  fragrant  cream  blossoms.  Jim  Augustino  has  been  making  yeoman  efforts  to  maintain 
other  Vallejo  Street  trees,  hauling  a  block-long  hose  from  the  top  of  the  west  face  of  Vallejo  down  to  Grant  Avenue. 
Thanks  to  his  efforts,  and  the  400  Trees  Project,  a  new  generation  of  trees  is  adding  to  Vallejo  Street’s  glorious 
greenery. 

Blooming  Sidewalks  and  Shapely  Shrubs  -  Green  Street  from  Windsor  to  Castle.  Sarah  &  Gene  Morzenti. 

Splashes  of  color  and  beautifully  shaped  shrubs  and  trees  grace  this  space,  thanks  to  over  fifty  years  of  loving  care 
by  the  Morzentis.  Bougainvillea,  marigold  and  geranium  are  framed  by  non-flowering  eucalyptus,  laurel  and 
boxwood,  and  other  trees  and  shrubs. 

Flowering  Facades  -  600  Lombard  at  Powell.  Rose  Cadenasso. 

The  cascading  bougainvillea  vines  that  cover  3  floors  of  the  entire  corner  of  the  apartment  building  at  Lombard  and 
Powell  are  over  thirty  years  old.  Mrs.  Cadenasso’s  father  planted  these  vines;  they  are  so  breathtaking  in  color, 
especially  in  the  spring,  that  many  admiring  passersby  stop  to  take  pictures  of  them. 
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Honoring  the  Heritage  of  the  Hill 

Preserving  the  Past;  Serving  the  Present 


The  Hill  Dwellers  honor  the  following  shop  owners  of  long  standing 
who  maintain  and  heighten  the  character  of  North  Beach 
and  the  pleasure  of  living  on  Telegraph  Hill 

FIGONE  HARDWARE 

by  Susan  Calender 

Figone  Hardware  at  1351  Grant  Avenue  has  been  a  special  part  of  San  Francisco  and  North  Beach  for  many 
years.  The  building  was  built  in  1907  (specifically  to  be  a  hardware  store)  and  was  known  as  Nick  Capurro 
Hardware,  named  for  the  owner  at  the  time.  Around  1915,  it  was  bought  by  Louis  Figone  and  Joe  Fiorio  and 
renamed  Fiorio  and  Figone  Hardware.  In  1924  this  partnership  dissolved;  Joe  Fiorio  opened  his  own  hardware 
store  in  Oakland,  Louis  Figone  stayed  in  the  building  which  became  Figone  Hardware.  The  present  owner, 
Melvin  Figone,  is  the  nephew  of  Louis  Figone;  he  took  over  the  business  in  1942  when  Louis  passed  away.  But 
Melvin's  experience  working  in  the  store  started  March  1,  1924,  when  he  began  working  for  his  uncle  as  an 
assistant.  Melvin’s  parents,  whose  families  were  originally  from  Genoa,  Italy,  were  both  born  in  North  Beach; 
his  father,  in  a  rooming  house  on  Broadway,  his  mother  on  Sonoma  (near  Kearny). 

The  building  itself  is  a  treasure.  Walking  inside  the  store  with  its  wood  floors,  cubbyholed  wood  walls  and  high 
ceilings  gives  one  a  feeling  of  San  Francisco  as  it  used  to  be.  For  a  time  the  store  had  one  of  the  last  Sherwin- 
Williams  paint  signs  (paint  covering  the  world)  hanging  above  the  entrance.  When  Sherwin-Williams  paint 
wasn’t  carried  any  more  at  Figone,  Sherwin-Williams  reclaimed  the  sign  and  still  have  it  in  one  of  their  offices. 
When  you  visit  the  store  you  will  be  helped  by  Melvin,  or  perhaps  his  assistant,  Emile  Cipparone,  who  has 
worked  with  Melvin  for  twenty  years.  Either  can  help  you  find  your  basic  hardware  needs  as  well  as  special 
items,  including  pasta  machines,  bocce  balls,  and  an  excellent  line  of  pots  and  pans  that  are  used  by  North  Beach 
restaurants. 

Figone  Hardware  holds  a  special  place  in  the  hearts  of  North  Beach  residents,  and  in  the  history  of  San  Francisco. 


CHARLES 

HAMMOND 

■■ 

CLEANING 

GARDENING 

DECORATING 

ORGANIZING 

CLOSETS 

OFFICES 

ODDS  AND  ENDS 

415  431-1579 

TRAVEL  ZONE 

Ann  Beckom 

Independent  Travel  Agent 


EXPERTISE  IN  SPECIAL  NEEDS  TRAVEL 

Call  me  for  all  your  travel  needs 

415-398-5887 
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JERRY  STOLL  S  PHOTOGRAPHS 
AT  LITTLE  CITY  RESTAURANT 

by  Patricia  Cady 


WHERE  HAVE  ALL 
THE  CATS  GONE? 

A  THD  member  expresses  his  concems.and  he  has  a  plan. 


In  1961  I  scraped  together  $2.95  to  buy  a  copy  of  I  Am  A 
Lover,  photos  by  Jerry  Stoll,  text  by  Evan  S.  Connell,  Jr. 
I  still  have  the  book  and,  always,  gratitude  to  have  grown 
up  in  San  Francisco  when  it  was  just  the  way  everybody 
seemed  to  like  it.  Stoll’s  photographs  tell  the  stories  of 
long-gone  North  Beach  artists,  lovers,  and  high-spirited 
Italian  merchants  who  owned  this  neighborhood.  The 
photos  are  displayed  in  the  back  dining  room  of  Little 
City  Restaurant  at  Union  and  Powell- — large-sized  and 
beautifully  produced.  The  collection  is  growing,  By  the 
end  of  March,  30  of  Stoll’s  photographs  will  be  on  dis¬ 
play.  Visit  soon,  and  view  a  work  in  progress — a  mural 
will  grace  that  blank  wall  at  the  left  of  the  bar  which  has 
been  crying  out  for  something  for  years.  Here’s  a  line  of 
good  advice  from  I  Am  A  Lover  :  O!  do  not  ask:  ‘What 
is  it?’ — with  Prufrock  simply  let  us  go  and  make  our  visit. 


CITY 


Restaurant  &  Antipasti  Bar 


‘Locals’  receive  a  10%  discount 

Open  Daily  for  Lunch  &  Dinner 
Lunch  from  11 :30  -  4:00  Mon  -  Sat 
Dinner  5:00  -  11 :00  Sun  -  Thurs 
5:00  -  12:00  AM  Fri  -  Sat 
Sunday  Brunch  10:30  -  3:00 


673  Union  Street,  San  Francisco,  415-434-2900 


Reading  yet  another  “Lost  Cat”  notice,  I  wondered 
whether  my  memory  was  playing  tricks  on  me,  or 
whether,  in  fact,  there  has  been  an  increase  in  the 
number  of  cats  lost  in  the  Telegraph  Hill  area  within 
the  past  few  months.  Knowing  that  most  cat  own¬ 
ers  consider  their  pet  a  valued  member  of  the  fam¬ 
ily,  I  can  imagine  the  anguish  in  households  when 
one  of  its  members  is  inexplicably  missing.  Notices 
aren’t  simply  informing  us  of  just  another  lost  cat, 
but  are  appealing  to  the  reader  to  “please,  please  help 
me  find  a  lost  member  of  my  family.” 

As  an  animal  lover,  I  realize  we  have  limited  re¬ 
sources  for  finding  lost  pets.  We  can  check  with 
Animal  Care  and  Control,  with  the  SPCA,  with  lo¬ 
cal  veterinarians;  post  notices,  and  get  the  message 
out  by  networking  with  neighbors  and  friends.  But 
what  if  all  these  efforts  fail? 

I’ve  developed  a  form  for  consolidating  information 
about  missing  cats,  with  the  idea  that  a  pattern  may 
emerge  which  could  help  us  provide  them  greater 
protection  in  the  future.  The  form  is  available  to 
readers  who,  in  turn,  can  copy  and  pass  it  along  to 
others  in  the  area.  To  receive  a  copy  of  the  form, 
write  to  “Lost  Cats”,  c/o  THD,  PO  Box  330 1 59,  SF, 
94133. 


CoitHLiquor 


THE  WINE  &  SPIRITS  EXPERTS 


On  Washington  Square 

5  8  5  Columbus  Avenue 
San  Francisco,  CA  94133 
Fax  415/296-7825 
Telephone  415/986-4036 
1-800-25  5-COIT 
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Pioneer  Park:  From  Ground  Zero  to  Ground  Breaking. We  need  your  help! 

by  Julienne  M.  Christensen 


While  working  on  Pioneer  Park  -  whether  plant¬ 
ing  and  weeding  at  the  project’s  First  Saturday 
work  parties,  or  trying  to  raise  funds  for  the  park 
renovation  -  it’s  become  clear  that  Coit  Tower  is  a 
blessing  and  a  curse.  I’ve  decided  our  looming 
tower  is  like  a  beloved  spouse  that  steals  the  cov¬ 
ers  while  snoring  loudly,  hogs  everyone’s  atten¬ 
tion  at  cocktail  parties,  invites  friends  over  at  odd 
hours,  and  gets  away  with  it  all  by  being  hand¬ 
some  and  charming.  Telegraph  Hill  and  Pioneer 
Park  are  ground  zero  for  some  of  the  most  impor¬ 
tant  and  interesting  events  in  San  Francisco  his¬ 
tory.  But  it  can  be  hard  to  get  past  people’s  notion 
that  the  history  of  the  area  began  with  the  tower  or 
that  Pioneer  Park  exists  because  of  the  tower  and 
not  the  other  way  around. 

Many  people  have  forgotten  that  there  is  even  a 
park  there  -  all  five  acres  of  it  -  and  that  it  has  a 
name.  Dawne  Bernhardt  is  always  having  to  coach 
people  to  say  PIONEER  PARK  AT  COIT  TOWER. 
But,  in  David  Myrick’s  wonderful  book  about  the 
hill,  published  just  25  years  ago,  there’s  an  entire 
chapter  on  Pioneer  Park,  with  no  need  to  explain 
where  or  what  it  is.  It  was  one  of  the  first  dedi¬ 
cated  public  parks  in  San  Francisco.  It  existed  al¬ 
most  60  years  before  Coit  Tower  was  added.  And, 
as  tai  chi  practitioners,  dog-  and  kid-walkers,  and 
camera-toting  tourists  teeter  out  on  the  park’s  bark- 
chip  strewn,  badly  eroded  crest,  it's  important  to 
remember  it  is  a  lot  more  than  just  Coit  Tower’s 
backyard. 

This  is  one  of  the  areas  where  Juana  Briones,  soon 
to  be  honored  by  the  Women’s  Heritage  Museum, 
raised  dairy  cows  and  gathered  good  herbs  in  the 
1830’s.  This  is  where  John  Montgomery,  who 
claimed  Yerba  Buena  for  the  United  States,  erected 
a  signal  station  and  fort,  equipped  with  a  stolen 
Mexican  cannon.  It  was  at  the  foot  of  this  hill,  then 
known  as  Clark's  point,  that  William  Clark  built 
the  first  pile-supported  pier  North  of  Panama.  This 
is  where  San  Francisco’s  burgeoning  Gold  Rush 


population  would  flock  in  anticipation  as  ships,  par¬ 
ticularly  the  mail  steamers,  entered  the  Bay.  This  is 
where  the  Marine  Telegraph,  a  mast  with  two  wooden 
arms  that  used  a  semaphore  language,  was  installed  in 
1850  to  speed  the  news  of  arriving  cargo.  (An  electric 
telegraph  out  at  Point  Lobos  rendered  it  redundant  only 
3  years  later,  but  today  we  sit  on  Telegraph  Hill,  read¬ 
ing  the  Semaphore.) 

This  is  where,  in  the  bawdy,  entertainment-seeking 
I880’s,  Frederick  Layman  built  a  wooden  replica  of  a 
German  baronial  castle  with  tap  room  and  telescope,  a 
manufactured  destination  for  a  failed  cable  car  line. 
(Later,  as  the  castle  languished,  an  arena  was  added 
next  to  it  and  horse-mounted  soldiers  jousted  in  clang¬ 
ing  broadsword  competitions.)  In  the  nineteen-teens, 
as  the  City  celebrated  the  newest  technologies  at  the 
Pan-Pacific  Exposition  and  the  first  transcontinental 
telephone  call  was  placed  from  New  York  to  San  Fran¬ 
cisco,  the  first  car  struggled  up  to  the  summit  to  publi¬ 
cize  plans  for  a  roadway.  (The  dominance  of  automo¬ 
tive  versus  pedestrian  arrival  to  the  park  began  with 
the  completion  of  the  road  in  1923.) 

In  addition  to  its  historical  role,  the  hill  has  also  been  a 
symbol  of  the  effects  of  greed,  politics  and  failed  hopes. 
Huge  sections  of  the  hill  were  clawed  away  by  quar¬ 
ries,  dynamiting  and  crushing  rock  in  a  frenzy  to  sat¬ 
isfy  San  Francisco’s  great  appetite  for  building  materi¬ 
als.  From  the  1880’s  to  1914,  the  Gray  Brothers  and 
others  blasted  and  gouged  the  East  side  of  the  hill,  shat¬ 
tering  windows,  obliterating  entire  streets,  sending 
homes  crashing  down  the  newly-precipitous  hillside. 
North  Beach  merchants,  interested  in  the  advantages 
of  clear  access  to  the  wharves,  consulted  with  City  en¬ 
gineers  at  the  turn  of  the  century  about  the  possibility 
of  giving  in  to  the  quarrymen  and  leveling  the  entire 
hill. 

Nascent  attempts  to  improve  the  park  were  thwarted  as 
City  funds  were  tunneled  to  the  building  of  Golden  Gate 
Park.  Bond  issues  to  expand  the  park  failed  by  narrow 
margins  or  on  technicalities.  Daniel  Burnham's  beauti¬ 
ful  1905  plan  for  San  Francisco  shows  a  block-wide 
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stair  rising  from  Washington  Square  up  to  Pioneer  Park, 
which  grows  South  to  encompass  Montgomery  at 
Union.  But  the  '06  earthquake  and  fire  turned  the  City’s 
attention  from  beautification  to  survival.  Various  civic 
efforts  at  fundraising  fell  victim  one  by  one  to  the  roller 
coaster  Western  economy. 

But  throughout  the  danger  and  uncertainty  threatening 
the  hill  and  Pioneer  Park,  it  has  been  protected  and  nur¬ 
tured  at  key  junctures  by  San  Francisco  citizens  who 
recognized  and  valued  its  importance.  That  the  park 
exists  at  all  is  due  to  the  efforts  and  contributions  of  22 
local  businessmen,  led  by  mining  stockbroker  James 
McDonald,  who  purchased  the  land  in  1876  and  deeded 
it  to  the  City,  naming  it  in  honor  of  the  California  pio¬ 
neers. 

When  the  quarrying  was  in  full  swing  and  there  was 
talk  of  leveling  the  hill,  it  was  civic  groups  dedicated 
to  preserving  the  Hill  and  improving  Pioneer  Park  that 
turned  the  tide.  Their  members  were  mostly  women, 
some  wealthy,  some  not,  some  from  the  neighborhood, 
others  from  the  City  at  large.  The  California  Club,  the 
North  Beach  Improvement  Club,  The  California  Out¬ 
door  Art  League  lobbied  and  planted  and  planned,  and 
talk  of  leveling  and  tunneling  eventually  stopped. 
Symposia,  competitions  and  surveys  were  conducted 
for  decades  on  possible  adornments  for  the  park.  But, 
just  at  the  onset  of  the  Great  Depression,  it  was  another 
citizen  gift  that  changed  the  hill  completely. 

Lillie  Hitchcock  Coit’s  first  view  of  San  Francisco  had 
been  the  mad  tent  city  erected  in  Washington  Square 
after  an  1851  fire  wiped  out  the  North  end  of  the  City. 
Her  famed  first  encounter  with  the  Knickerbocker  No. 5 
fire  brigade  had  occurred  as  No.  5  tried  to  make  it  up 
the  neighborhood's  steep  streets.  Unaware  that  the  City 
already  owned  the  land,  Lillie  had  looked  into  purchas¬ 
ing  it  and  building  an  observatory.  So,  despite  the  pro¬ 
tests  of  two  Art  Commission  members  who  insisted  that 
Lillie  had  an  aversion  to  towers,  Herbert  Fleishhacker, 
as  head  of  the  Board  of  Supervisors  and  president  of 
the  Board  of  Park  Commissioners,  and  Park  Commis¬ 
sioner  John  McLaren  pushed  through  plans  for  Lillie 
Coit’s  bequest  to  the  City  to  be  used  for  the  construc¬ 
tion  of  a  tower  at  Pioneer  Park. 


The  firm  of  Arthur  Brown,  Jr.,  architect  of  City  Hall 
and  the  Art  Institute,  was  selected.  In  addition  to  the 
tower.  Brown  and  project  architect  Henry  Howard  de¬ 
signed  a  South-facing  terrace,  pedestrian  pathways,  and 
winding  stairways  that  would  connect  the  tower  to  the 
Greenwich  and  Filbert  Stairs.  They  lobbied  for  addi¬ 
tional  funds  to  heal  the  scars  caused  by  construction 
and  to  beautify  the  “bare  and  windswept”  appearance 
of  the  park.  But  the  City  had  to  sell  the  construction 
scaffolding  from  the  tower  to  meet  budget.  The  pedes¬ 
trian-oriented  improvements  were  never  funded.  Pio¬ 
neer  Park  has  waited  over  60  years  for  Brown  and 
Howard’s  wishes,  and  the  promise  of  Pioneer  Park,  to 
be  realized. 

It  is  the  goal  of  the  members  of  the  Pioneer  Park  Project 
to  mount  the  next  wave  of  citizen  efforts  to  see  the  park 
into  its  third  century.  After  numbers  of  surveys  and 
public  meetings,  1200  hours  of  pro  bono  professional 
time,  dozens  of  reviews  and  presentations,  hours  of 
official  and  donated  time  from  Rec  &  Park  and  DPW 
employees,  the  friends  of  Pioneer  Park  have  a  plan  to 
realize  the  dreams  of  5  generations  of  San  Franciscans. 

The  new  plans  focus  on  the  park's  role  as  a  key 
greenspace  in  our  crowded  neighborhood,  and  as  the 
setting  for  an  internationally  recognized  symbol  of  our 
entire  City.  Emphasis  will  be  made  on  pedestrian  ac¬ 
cess  to  the  park,  with  safer  crosswalks,  stairs  and  paths. 
Wheeled  access,  for  wheelchairs  and  strollers,  will  be 
created.  A  small  lawn,  areas  for  sitting,  and  new  view 
points  will  be  provided  in  a  green  setting  that  relies  on 
native  California  plants.  Special  efforts  have  been  made 
to  create  habitat  areas  for  birds  and  butterflies.  The 
project  has  been  linked  to  National  Science  Grant  pro¬ 
grams  at  Garfield  Elementary  School,  adjacent  to  the 
park.  Neighbors  already  work  regularly  in  the  park’s 
gardens  to  slow  their  deterioration  and  to  test  plantings 
for  the  renovation.  The  site  could  also  provide  a  venue 
to  highlight  more  of  the  hill’s  history.  (Rod  Freebairn- 
Smith  said,  half-joking,  that  with  all  the  important  things 
that  have  gone  on  on  this  hill,  Carol  Doda  is  the  only 
one  with  a  plaque.  He  admits  that’s  not  absolutely  true, 
but  it’s  too  close  to  it.) 

Continued  on  Next  Page 
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Cost  for  the  initial  phase  of  the  project  is  estimated  at 
approximately  $600,000.  In  a  little  over  a  year,  with 
generous  contributions  from  City  agencies,  and  indi¬ 
vidual,  corporate  and  organizational  donors,  the  project 
has  amassed  over  $420,000.  An  additional  $180,000  is 
needed  before  contracts  can  be  let  and  construction  be¬ 
gun. 

The  names  of  the  22  stock  brokers  who  gave  Pioneer 
Park  to  the  people  of  San  Francisco  are  recorded  in  his¬ 
tory,  as  are  the  deliberations  of  the  commissioners  and 
supervisors  who  determined  the  use  of  Lillie  Coit’s  be¬ 
quest.  We  have  documents  regarding  the  roles  of  Eleanor 
Roosevelt  and  the  Treasury  Dept.’s  Edward  Bruce  in 
forming  the  Public  Works  of  Art  Project  (the  precursor 
to  the  WPA)  that  engendered  the  tower’s  world-famous 
murals.  We’re  seeking  more  information  on  the  enraged 
and  enthusiastic  citizens  who  formed  the  leagues  and 
clubs  that  championed  the  park  a  century  ago. 

Currently,  project  teams  are  investigating  ways  to  me¬ 
morialize  the  names  of  those  who  are  forming  this  new 
wave  of  citizen  support  for  Pioneer  Park,  who  will  take 
their  place  in  the  historic  lineage  of  friends  of  this  spe¬ 
cial  spot  of  ground.  Project  members  are  hoping  it  may 
be  possible,  in  an  unobtrusive  manner  in  keeping  with 
the  park’s  design,  to  honor  a  friend  or  family  member, 
to  commemorate  a  special  occasion,  etc.  It  seems  im¬ 
portant  that  our  fellow  citizens  and  visitors,  now  and 
generations  hence,  know  that  people  have  loved  and 
cared  for  this  place,  to  the  benefit  of  us  all. 

Contributions  to  Pioneer  Park  can  be  made  to  the  Tele¬ 
graph  Hill  Fund  of  the  San  Francisco  Foundation,  with 
a  notation  regarding  Pioneer  Park,  at  1308  Montgom¬ 
ery  Street,  SF  94133.  We  are  seeking  corporate  and  foun¬ 
dation  contributions,  in  addition  to  individual  donations. 
Any  amounts  are  helpful,  as  it  critical  that  we  reach  our 
funding  goals  in  the  next  few  months.  For  more  infor¬ 
mation  regarding  contributions,  contact  Anne  Halsted 
at  415  398  5077  xl  or  Jane  Winslow  at  415  421  5051. 
To  volunteer  for  First  Saturday  work  parties,  contact 
Joe  Butler  at  4 1 5  776  94 1 6  or  Julie  Christensen  at  4 1 5 
552  7774. 


Helen  Holdredge,  Firebelle  Lillie.  Meredith  Press, 
1967 

The  Howards.  First  Family  of  Bay  Area  Modernism, 

Exhibition  Catalog,  the  Oakland  Museum, 

Stacey  Moss  and  Sally  Woodbridge,  Guest  Essayists,  1 988 

Insight  Guides:  San  Francisco,  APA/Houghton  Mifflin,  1995 

Masha  Zakheim  Jewett,  Coit  Tower.  San  Francisco. 
Its  History  and  Art.  Volcano  Press,  1983 

David  Myrick,  San  Francisco’s  Telegraph  Hill. 
Howell-North  Books,  1972 

(Thank  you,  David,  for  the  treasure  of  information.) 

Women’s  Heritage  Museum,  Resolution  Acknowledg¬ 
ing  Juana  Briones, 

Passed  by  the  San  Francisco  Board  of  Supervisors  1  - 1 6-97 

and  the  Historical  Archives  of  the  Telegraph  Hill 
Dwellers 
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by  June  A.  Osterberg 

The  embattled  North  Beach  Garage  still  dominates  the 
attention  and  activities  of  the  committee.  Winter’s 
Semaphore  reported  that  President  Joe  Luttrell  sent  a 
letter,  on  behalf  of  THD,  to  the  Parking  and  Traffic 
Commission  (DPT).  It  raised  6  key  issues  needing  to 
be  resolved  before  the  City  could  reasonably  proceed 
with  plans  for  demolishing  the  sturdy  old  landmark, 
and  replacing  it  with  an  automated  multi-level  struc¬ 
ture.  Community  opposition  to  the  project  has  been 
growing  steadily  over  the  last  2  years — not  least  be¬ 
cause  of  the  huge  cost,  estimated  at  $7.5  million  for 
demolition  and  construction,  in  addition  to  $4.8  mil¬ 
lion  spent  to  acquire  the  property.  Opponents  have 
been  moving  from  a  position  of  just  defending  the  his¬ 
toric  building  and  preserving  height  limits,  to  a  stance 
of  proposing  viable  alternatives  to  the  ambitious 
scheme.  DPT  held  2  community  meetings,  making 
good  its  pledge  to  involve  residents  in  the  process  of 
planning  solutions  to  North  Beach  and  Chinatown  park¬ 
ing  problems.  Below  are  chronological  highlights  of 
activities  since  our  last  update. 

On  November  18  DPT  held  a  well-attended  public 
meeting  at  SS.  Peter  &  Paul’s  auditorium  to  give  in¬ 
formation  and  to  solicit  neighborhood  input  on  a 
$50,000  Feasibility’  of  Automated  Garage  Study.  Prin¬ 
cipals  of  the  consulting  firm  Chin  &  Hensolt  outlined 
their  procedures  and  goals  and  promised  to  come  up 
with  an  estimate  of  the  probable  cost  of  a  320-car  high- 
tech  parking  facility. 

On  December  9  DPT  held  the  second  meeting  at  the 
Jean  Parker  School  to  outline  its  North  Beach/ 
Chinatown  Parking  Demand  Study.  Michael  Carroll 
of  TJKM  Transportion  Consultants,  the  firm  perform¬ 
ing  the  study,  explained  his  company’s  approach  and 
the  parameters  of  the  survey.  The  study  area  is  con¬ 
fined  to  the  8  blocks  between  Union  Street  and  Pacific 
Avenue,  and  from  Powell  Street  to  Grant  Avenue. 
Commissioner  Peter  Mezey  attended  and  took  an  ac¬ 
tive  part  in  discussions.  Muni  services,  including  free 


local  shuttle,  were  discussed.  Editor’s  note— In 
“Transit  First’’  San  Francisco  the  Chinatown/North 
Beach  area  is  served  by  buses  15.  30.  39,  41,  45,  83; 
42  (south)  and  the  Mason  Street  cable  car  (north). 

During  the  12/9  meeting  Don  McLarty,  whose  1636 
Powell  Street  Garage  does  valet  parking  for  Rose 
Pistola’s  and  many  other  North  Beach  eating  places, 
electrified  attendees  with  his  realistic  picture  of  the 
challenges  and  pitfalls  of  providing  public  parking 
in  our  popular  part  of  town.  He  said  there  is  “ zero 
demand’’  for  weekday  off-street  parking  from  1AM 
to  5  PM.  Larry  Gambol  of  the  North  Beach  Garage, 
and  Ron  Edwards  of  the  We  Park  Garage  have  made 
similar  statements.  McLarty  said  “...the  Chinatown 
need  is  on  the  other  side  of  Broadway.”  He  also 
stated  emphatically  that  “the  city’s  25%  Parking  Tax 
is  a  killer.” 

McLarty’s  point  was  well  made.  If  the  higher  rates 
which  privately-owned  garages  must  charge  because 
of  the  Parking  Tax  were  subsidized  by  the  city,  costs 
to  customers  would  be  competitive.  In  fact,  more 
spaces  exist  now  in  nearby  garages,  than  are  pro¬ 
posed  for  the  automated  garage,  but  cost-conscious 
customers  don’t  want  to  pay  the  higher  private-park¬ 
ing  rates.  Simply  leveling  the  field  would  help  these 
small  companies  stay  in  business,  give  customers 
lower  rates,  save  the  neighborhood  the  misery  of  an 
extensive  construction  period,  and  save  the  city  out¬ 
lay  of  $7.5  million. 

As  a  result,  at  the  next  DPT  meeting  on  December 
1 7  the  Commission  voted  to  expand  the  scope  of  the 
Parking  Demand  Study.  Conscientious  Mr.  Mezey 
asked  his  fellow  Commissioners  to  acquire  additional 
information  to  help  the  Commission  determine  what 
subsidy  would  be  needed  to  operate  the  automated 
facility,  and  whether  that  money  could  be  better  spent 
on  parking  alternatives. 

Continued  on  Next  Page 
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This  study,  and  the  Feasibility  Study,  are  due  in 
March.  The  Commissioners  approved  expanding 
Mike  Carroll’s  consulting  work;  costs  to  date, 
$29,400. 

Upon  request  of  Commissioner  Mezey,  Mr.  Carroll 
agreed  to  address  the  following  points  raised  by 
Marsha  Garland,  Executive  Director  of  the  North 
Beach  Chamber  of  Commerce: 

1 .  Is  there  a  surplus  of  off-street  spaces  Monday- 
Thursday? 

2.  If  so,  why  aren’t  people  parking — poor  signage 
or  high  rates? 

3.  If  high  rates,  are  they  caused  by  city  Parking 
Taxes? 

4.  Should  the  city  provide  good  signage  to  pri¬ 
vately  operated  garages,  as  well  as  to  its  own 
garages? 

5.  What  is  to  become  of  Central  Station? 

6.  What  would  be  the  net  gain  of  parking  spaces 
if  the  proposed  facility  were  built — is  it  worth 
the  cost  to  taxpayers? 

7.  Will  construction  in  the  congested  700  block 
of  Vallejo  disrupt  local  businesses  so  severely 
that  they  will  not  survive? 

Regarding  costs  of  the  proposed  garage,  THD  Di¬ 
rector  Art  Chang  raised  to  the  Commission  a  cau¬ 
tionary  note  regarding  the  city’s  financing  of  the 
expensive  project,  saying  that  utilization  figures  are 
germane  to  bonding.  With  lease  revenue  bonds, 
Chang  said,  3  to  1  coverage  is  necessary — 3  times 
revenue  is  needed  to  service  the  debt. 

On  January  8  Joe  Luttrell  called  together  a  small 
group  representing  THD,  North  Beach  Neighbors 
and  the  North  Beach  Chamber  to  confer  with  Mike 
Carroll.  Following  this  productive  meeting,  Joe  and 
Paul  Switzer,  Chairman  of  the  Parking  and  Traffic 
Committee,  sent  a  letter  to  Mr.  Carroll  to  recapitu¬ 
late  the  community’s  concerns. 

You  may  obtain  a  copy  of  the  letter  by  calling  ei¬ 


ther  Joe  or  the  Semaphore’s  editor. 

In  other  parking  and  traffic  news,  there  have  been  sev¬ 
eral  changes  in  the  makeup  of  the  city’s  hierarchy.  Bill 
Maher,  former  Supervisor,  has  succeeded  John  Newlin 
as  DPT’s  Executive  Director.  On  the  Commission,  Rev. 
Dr.  James  McCray,  Jr.,  minister  of  Jones  Memorial 
United  Methodist  Church,  was  appointed  by  Mayor 
Brown  to  fill  the  position  of  Rev.  Dr.  Percy  Smith,  Jr., 
who  resigned  because  he  was  leaving  the  city.  At  the 
same  time,  Gavin  Newsom,  President  of  the  Commis¬ 
sion,  was  named  by  the  Mayor  to  the  Supervisor’s  seat 
vacated  when  Kevin  Shelley  became  a  State  Senator. 
At  the  time  of  this  writing,  no  successor  to  Newsom 
has  been  named.  That  person  will  be  the  third  Com¬ 
mission  President  in  a  year,  since  Mayor  Brown’s  elec¬ 
tion. 

Our  Committee  continues  to  identify  many  scattered 
loading  zones,  working  with  DPT  and  merchants  to 
consolidate  loading  needs  in  shared  zones  to  free  up 
additional  parking  spaces  throughout  North  Beach. 
We’re  also  monitoring  progress  of  the  long-awaited  elec¬ 
tric  sign  project  for  Coit  Tower.  DPT’s  Tom  Folks  re¬ 
ported  that  there  were  problems  involving  a  prototype, 
and  that  the  new  signs  probably  would  not  be  in  place 
by  June  as  hoped. 

Interested  neighbors  are  welcome  to  join  the  Parking  and 
Traffic  Committee.  We  meet  at  1 1  AM  on  the  second 
Saturday  of  each  month  at  Little  City  Restaurant,  located 
at  Powell  and  Union  Streets. 


KATHRYN  R.  BLUM 


KATHY’S  GARDEN  CARE 

Core  for  your  garden  and  plants  while  you  are  away. 


101  Lombard  Street,  #21 5 W 
San  Francisco,  CA  941 1 1 

(415)  981-2540  Indoor  /  Outdoor 
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Port-pourri 

Here  is  a  medley  of  recent  activities  concern¬ 
ing  the  waterfront  monitored  by  Bob  Tibbits 

A  BANNER  YEAR  FOR  THE  PORT 

The  Port  of  San  Francisco  issued  its  1995-96  annual 
report  last  month.  Revenues  of  $32. 1  million  for  its  fis¬ 
cal  year  ended  June  30th  were  virtually  unchanged  from 
the  prior  year.  More  significantly,  total  revenues  were 
only  about  $1  million  less  than  five  years  ago  when  its 
Evergreen  Lines  and  COSCO  container  cargo  ship  busi¬ 
ness  was  thriving.  Last  year  cargo  revenues  at  $2.1 
million  were  51%  lower  than  in  1994-95,  but  this  was 
offset  by  $1.8  million  reduction  in  operating  expenses. 
At  the  bottom  line  Port  net  income  climbed  33%  on  the 
year  to  $4  million,  the  highest  in  a  decade.  Cash  flow 
(as  defined  in  the  Port’s  bond  indenture)  rose  for  the 
third  straight  year  to  $12.6  million,  a  gain  of  16%.  The 
ratio  of  “cash  flow”  to  interest  and  principal  payments 
on  Port  revenue  bonds  was  2.17  to  1.00,  the  highest  in 
10  years!  For  your  copy  of  its  snazzy  annual  report  call 
274-0400. 

‘NEW’  UNDERGROUND  GARAGE  AT 
FISHERMAN’S  WHARF 

Before  departing  for  Philadelphia,  Port  Director  Den¬ 
nis  Bouey  crafted  an  landmark  Concept  Agreement  with 
the  S.F.  Bay  Conservation  &  Development  Commis¬ 
sion  and  Save  San  Francisco  Bay  Association.  One  of 
the  major  elements  of  this  accord  is  the  resurrection  of 
an  underground  garage  in  the  “Triangle”  between 
Jefferson,  Taylor  and  the  Embarcadero  at  Fisherman’s 
Wharf.  (A  similar  proposal  was  proposed  by  the  Rede¬ 
velopment  Agency  during  Art  Agnos’  mayoralty.)  Ap¬ 
proximately  70%  of  the  surface  area  currently  used  for 
parking  will  be  dedicated  to  a  public  plaza,  with  the 
balance  given  over  to,  hopefully  up-scale,  retail  space 
in  a  “festive”  market  hall.  No  more  T-shirts  shops!  Fi¬ 
nancing  is  deemed  feasible  without  creating  yet  another 
redevelopment  survey  area. 


On  the  northeast  waterfront,  the  agreement  calls  for 
the  removal  of  aging  Pier  33  to  create  new  open  wa¬ 
ter.  This  would  be  offset  by  approximately  50,000 
square  feet  of  Bay  fill  for  a  new  pier  structure  be¬ 
tween  Piers  31  and  35.  The  scheme  also  defines  a 
new  public  access  area:  “Wharf  25”  between  Piers 
19  through  27  and  new  vistas  to  be  created  by  the 
removal  of  the  connector  building  between  Piers  31 
through  35.  A  Special  Planning  Study  will  be  con¬ 
ducted  with  public  participation  to  situate  additional 
open  water  between  Piers  1 5  and  29.  Over  on  the  cen¬ 
tral  waterfront,  rotting  Piers  34  and  36  will  be  re¬ 
moved  to  create  “Brannan  Street  Wharf,”  an  entirely 
new  public  promenade  that  will  stretch  600  feet  along 
the  Embarcadero.  Any  new  development  on  the  re¬ 
maining  piers  will  require  a  minimum  of  25%  on  the 
pier  footprint  dedicated  to  public  access. 

In  a  dramatic  gesture  toward  ultimate  realization  of 
these  ambitious  goals.  The  Port  agrees  to  set  aside 
25%  of  “gross  cash  receipts”  from  all  new  develop¬ 
ment  projects  on  remaining  piers  and  seawall  lots  (ex¬ 
cluding  the  “Triangle”).  The  Brannan  Street  Wharf 
will  get  first  dibs  on  any  revenue  sharing.  However, 
no  set  asides  would  be  available  if  defined  “cash  Bow” 
falls  below  $7.2  million  which  it  nearly  did  only  three 
short  years  ago.  That’s  the  minimum  coverage  ( 1 .3  to 
1 .0)  reserved  for  revenue  bond  debt  service. 

URBAN  DESIGN  FEATURES  SET  FOR  LAND 
USE  PLAN 

The  Port’s  Technical  Advisory  Committee  has  just 
about  wrapped  up  the  drafting  of  the  final  elements 
of  the  Waterfront  Land  Use  Plan.  In  the  context  of 
“reuniting  the  City  with  the  Waterfront”  the  Urban 
Design  and  Public  Access  Plan  will  frame  (a)  the  pub¬ 
lic  access  and  open  space  elements,  (b)  scenic  views 
and  (c)  historic  resources  for  each  of  the  six  sub-ar¬ 
eas  identified  in  the  WLUP 
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WLUP.  Plans  envision  a  sequence  of  1 1  open  spaces, 
including  the  new  Wharf  25  and  Brannan  Street  Wharf, 
connected  by  a  continuous  waterfront  walkway  running 
from  Fisherman’s  Wharf  to  Pier  70. 

The  view  concepts  in  the  plan  acknowledge  existing  views 
of  the  Bay  from  street  corridors,  but  also  highlight  views 
looking  back  at  the  city  from  the  piers,  views  of  destina¬ 
tion  points  across  the  Bay  and  views  of  working  maritime 
activity.  A  view  opening  at  least  30  feet  wide  will  be  pre¬ 
scribed  at  intervals  of  every  350  feet  or  less  along  the  en¬ 
tire  Embarcadero,  excluding  the  Ferry  Building  area,  and 
on  to  the  Mission  Bay  waterfront.  The  draft  plan  identifies 
recognized  historic  landmarks  and  potential  candidates, 
such  as  bulkhead  buildings,  pier  sheds  (relevant  to  the  his¬ 
toric  significance  of  San  Francisco  as  a  major  port)  and 
the  Union  Iron  Works  at  Pier  70. 

Dan  Hodapp,  Port  planner,  hopes  to  finalize  a  draft  for 
final  adoption  that  will  include  the  specifics  of  the  Bouey 
Concept  Agreement  available  for  adoption  this  summer. 

t 

The  program  Environmental  Impact  Report  for  the 
WLUP  was  certified  earlier  this  year,  so  the  Urban  De¬ 
sign  and  Public  Access  Plan  will  complete  a  five-year 
public  process  of  setting  priorities  and  identifying  de¬ 
velopment  criteria  under  the  Waterfront  Land  Use  Plan. 
New  development  of  Port  properties,  which  has  been  in 
limbo  for  six  years,  may  then  continue  apace.  Port-pourri 
will  keep  you  informed. 

TWO  PORT  DEPUTY  DIRECTORS  LEAVE  POSTS 

In  a  surprising  move,  the  Port’s  Director  of  Planning  and 
Development  for  the  last  three  and  a  half  years,  Sharon 
Lee  Polledri,  was  asked  to  resign  earlier  this  year.  She 
was  directly  involved  with  the  planned  restoration  project 
for  the  Ferry  Building,  oversaw  the  $5  million  Hyde 
Street  Pier  project  and  conceived  the  Pier  52  public  boat 
launch  and  cafe  project  now  underway.  Louis  Wiseman, 
who  signed  on  a  new  Director  of  Tenant  &  Maritime 
Services  only  a  few  months  ago,  was  also  asked  to  leave. 
That  leaves  veteran  staff  member  Ben  Kutnick,  who 
continues  as  chief  administrative  officer,  the  lone  re¬ 
maining  Deputy  Director  of  the  Port. 


Acting  Executive  Director  Douglas  Wong  apparently 
wants  to  clear  the  decks  for  the  next  permanent  ap¬ 
pointee.  But  these  preemptive  moves  during  the  first 
weeks  on  the  job,  which  caught  Port  Commissioners 
by  surprise,  may  only  serve  to  perpetuate  senior  man¬ 
agement  churning  at  the  Port  that  has  persisted  over 
the  years.  However,  some  feel  that  since  Wong  has 
the  Mayor’s  obvious  support  (even  though  lacking  any 
“old  salt’’  experience)  it  may  only  be  a  matter  of  time 
before  the  food  service  executive  assumes  the  perma¬ 
nent  position. 
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New  DPT  Chief,  Bill  Maher 


by  Jerry  Hurtado 

Almost  eight  years  ago,  neighbors  in  North  Beach  cel¬ 
ebrated  the  new  Kearny  Street  mini-plaza  at  the  top  of 
the  Kearny  Street  steps  at  Vallejo  Street.  The  dedica¬ 
tion,  which  took  place  July  6,  1989,  was  the  culmina¬ 
tion  of  25  years  of  red  tape,  neighborhood  meetings, 
and  fund-raising. 

Pictured  cutting  the  rib¬ 
bon  are  (left  to  right)  Rod 
Freebairn-Smith,  DPW 
Project  Manager  Howard 
Lim,  Supervisor  Bill 
Maher  and  Project  Archi¬ 
tect  Roger  Boyer. 

Today,  neighbors  in 
North  Beach  would  like 
to  congratulate  former 
Supervisor  Bill  Maher  on 
his  appointment  by 
Mayor  Willie  Brown  to 
the  position  of  Executive 
Director  of  the  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Parking  and  Traffic. 

With  Bill  Maher  we  got  a  director  who  has  spent  time 
working  with  neighborhood  organizations  and  the 
business  community  and  can  now  bring  his  credibil¬ 
ity  and  expertise  to  where  the  rubber  meets  the  road. 

Almost  immediately  upon  taking  office,  Maher  de¬ 
clared  double-parking  and  blocking  residence 
garageways  top  priority  parking  offenses.  In  addition 
he  has  stated  his  intention  to  work  closely  with  the 
Municipal  Railway  to  help  get  our  busses  and  street¬ 
cars  to  run  on  schedule  by  increasing  the  number  of 
Muni  boarding  islands  and  by  placing  parking  control 
officers  on  busses. 

North  Beach  has  big  parking  and  traffic  problems  ex¬ 
acerbated  by  the  sheer  number  and  in  some  cases,  size, 


Photo  by  Jerry 


of  the  vehicles  on  our  narrow  turn-of-the-century 
city  streets.  THD’s  parking  and  transportation  com¬ 
mittee  has  been  meeting  monthly  for  several  years 
with  representatives  of  the  Department  of  Parking 
and  Traffic  to  resolve  or  at  least  alleviate  some  of 
the  problems  caused  by  the  many  cars,  trucks,  and 

busses  on  our 
streets. 

Members  of  the 
committee  have 
represented  the 
neighborhood 
before  the  Traffic 
Commission  and 
the  Board  of  Su¬ 
pervisors.  Park¬ 
ing  issues  on  the 
committee’s 
agenda  are  the 
proliferation  of 
white  zones  in 
front  of  restau- 
Hurtado  rants,  the  seem¬ 

ingly  ever-growing  number  of  tour  busses  which  it 
is  argued  will 

contribute  to  congestion  and  may  not  be  necessary, 
the  lack  of  enforcement  on  two-hour  Area  “A”  resi¬ 
dential  parking,  and  the  plugging  of  meters  by  some 
of  the  employees  of  small  businesses  who  choose 
to  drive  to  work  rather  than  take  public  transporta¬ 
tion.  Blocked  garages  and  double-parking  are  right 
up  there  with  the  rest. 

The  Telegraph  Hill  Dwellers  support  Bill  Maher’s 
goals  of  reducing  double-parking  and  blocked 
garageways.  Cooperation  between  DPT  and  the 
Muni  to  get  our  busses  to  run  on  a  schedule  is  com¬ 
mendable  and  we  wish  him  well  in  this  endeavor. 
Congratulations,  Bill,  and  good  luck! 


Contributing  to  this  article:  Paul  Switzer,  June  Osterberg,  Andy  Katz,  and  Judy  Powell. 
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EXERCISE  CLASS 

By  Billie  Atlas 

One  of  the  best  exercise  bargains  in  town  is  right 
under  our  noses. 

No  monthly  fees,  no  designer  outfits  or  expensive 
aerobic  shoes.  No  waits  for  equipment. 

Interested  but  skeptical?  Wander  down  to  Wash¬ 
ington  Square  Park  any  morning  at  8,  rain  or  shine. 
There,  at  the  Park’s  northeast  corner,  join  the  as¬ 
sembled  believers  for  a  30-minute  Luk  Tung  Kuen 
workout  led  by  Raymond  Gaw. 

The  Rockettes  they’re  not;  but  the  group’s  enthusi¬ 
asm  and  perseverance  more  than  make  up  for  the 
loose  synchronization.  Anyone  who  thinks  the  rou¬ 
tines  look  too  easy  is  invited  to  try  a  few  of  the 
high  kicks,  deep  bends,  and  standing  on  one  leg  for 
several  minutes. 

As  THDer  Carol  Zakes  says,  “It’s  a  great  way  to 
start  the  day.”  Carol  and  husband  Don  joined  the 
class  1 0  years  ago,  and  Carol  believes  that  the  work¬ 
outs  have  contributed  toward  relieving  her  arthri¬ 
tis.  Others  in  the  group  tell  about  better  flexibility, 
relief  of  joint  pains,  and  a  better  sense  of  well-be¬ 
ing. 

Luk  Tung  Kuen  is  a  combination  of  several  Orien¬ 
tal  disciplines  including  T'ai-Chi  Ch’uan.  Its  pur¬ 
pose  is  to  relax  the  mind  as  well  as  to  tone  and  re¬ 
lax  the  body.  According  to  substitute  leader  Stanley 


Wong,  Luk  Tung  Kuen  “enhances  the  circulation 
and  strength  of  the  six  organs.  Digestion,  circula¬ 
tion,  and  functions  of  the  internal  organs  are  said 
to  become  more  efficient.” 

Each  morning  Raymond  Gaw  travels  halfway 
across  the  City  to  lead  the  exercises.  Slim,  ener¬ 
getic,  and  perennially  cheerful,  Raymond  himself 
is  the  best  testimonial  to  the  benefits  of  Luk  Tung 
Kuen.  A  former  chef  at  Trader  Vic’s  restaurant, 
Raymond  and  his  wife,  Susan,  recently  celebrated 
their  70th  birthdays  at  a  banquet  attended  by  250 
relatives  and  friends,  including  many  from  the 
exercise  group.  There  is  no  fee  for  class  partici¬ 
pation  but  many  of  Raymond’s  fans  bring  gifts  at 
Christmas  and  Chinese  New  Year.  The  Gaws  are 
also  feted  at  an  annual  banquet  organized  by  the 
class  regulars. 

In  addition  to  those  who  show  up  regularly,  many 
Hill  dwellers  stop  and  join  in  for  a  few  knee  or 
waist  bends  before  heading  to  work  or  school. 
Some  who  have  moved  away  occasionally  show 
up  for  a  workout.  Tourists  on  their  way  to  break¬ 
fast  often  are  intrigued  enough  to  give  it  a  try,  while 
others  join  the  group  year  after  year  during  regu¬ 
lar  visits  to  the  neighborhood. 

As  Carol  said,  "It’s  a  great  way  to  start  the  day.” 


WANT  TO  JOIN  A  GREEN  TEAM? 

The  San  Francisco  Bay  Area  Green  Team  Project 
is  interested  in  forming  a  new  Green  Team  in  the 
Telegraph  Hill  area.  Green  Team,  which  is  a  non¬ 
profit  project  of  the  Tides  Center,  promotes 
consumption  reduction  through  neighborhood, 
faith  community,  or  workplace  teams.  Small 
groups  help  individuals  learn  to  live  more  earth- 
friendly  lifestyles  through  environmental  education 


in  a  supportive  non-judgmental  setting. 

Through  our  Green  Action  Guide,  an  informa¬ 
tion  binder,  and  trained  coaching,  participants 
learn  to  reduce  their  solid  waste,  uses  of  toxic 
chemicals,  home  energy,  water,  and  fossil  fuel 
consumption.  During  6  1 -hour  meetings, 
neighbors  learn  to  work  together  towards  a 
greener  future  while  saving  money.  For  more 
information,  call  (415)  989-2906. 
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TEL-HI  OFFERS  CONSUMER  OUTREACH  &  ADVOCACY  PROGRAM 


Telegraph  Hill  Neighborhood  Center  (Tel-Hi)  is 
now  offering  consumer  outreach  and  advocacy 
to  participants  in  its  Senior  Program,  as  well  as 
to  other  North  Beach,  Chinatown,  Fisherman’s 
Wharf,  and  Telegraph  Hill  residents.  Led  by  Tel- 
Hi  senior  and  KRON-TV  Consumer  Volunteer 
Jack  Tuckman,  neighborhood  residents  are  now 
able  to  seek  advice  and  advocacy  concerning 
various  consumer  problems,  ranging  from  mis¬ 
representation  to  dissatisfaction  with  merchan¬ 
dise,  repairs  or  services. 

“Consumer  Outreach  and  Advocacy  is  a  much- 
needed  addition  to  our  growing  Senior  Program, 
especially  because  seniors  are  often  the  victims 
of  product  and  service  misrepresentation,  and  be¬ 
cause  so  many  do  not  know  what  their  rights  are,” 
explained  Tel-Hi  Executive  Director  Denise 
McCarthy. 


“I  want  a  way  to  give  back  to  the  City  and  its  people 
for  the  joy  that  my  wife  and  I  have  experienced 
since  moving  here  from  New  Jersey  five  years  ago. 
Helping  people  understand  their  rights  and  get  the 
services  they  rightly  deserve  is  one  way  to  do  that,” 
Tuckman  said. 

Consumer  Outreach  and  Advocacy  is  available  at 
Tel-Hi  every  Wednesday  from  10  AM  to  Noon. 
Walk-ins  are  welcome.  Tel-Hi  is  located  at  600 
Lombard  Street,  between  Powell  and  Mason. 

For  more  than  a  century,  Tel-Hi  has  worked  to  im¬ 
prove  the  quality  of  life  for  people  who  live  and 
work  in  North  Beach,  Chinatown,  Fisherman’s 
Wharf,  and  Telegraph  Hill.  As  the  only  multi-ser¬ 
vice  community  agency  in  the  North  Beach/ 
Fisherman’s  Wharf  areas,  Tel-Hi  is  a  critical  re¬ 
source  for  more  than  300  children,  youth,  families 
and  seniors  who  participate  in  programs  at  the  Cen¬ 
ter  every  day. 


Hill  Crime  Statistics 


Nov.  -  Jan.  Nov.  -  Jan. 


By  Pat  Lorentzen 


Type 

1995-96 

1996-97 

Homicide 

0 

0 

Rape 

0 

0 

Robbery 

9 

9 

Assault 

25 

24 

Burglary 

20 

17 

Theft 

83 

65 

Auto 

44 

57 

Other 

150 

159 

Total 

331 

331 

0% 


This  may  be  your  last 
Semaphore! 

If  the  mailing  label  on  this 
Semaphore  is  datedl  2/1/96 
or  earlier,  your  member¬ 
ship  has  lapsed,  and  we 
hope  you’ll  rectify  that  situ¬ 
ation  with  a  check.  If  you 
think  our  records  are  incor¬ 
rect  or  you  are  in  doubt 
about  your  membership 
status,  please  call  June 
Fraps,  392-1187,  or  drop  a 
note  to  THD,  Membership, 
PO  Box  330159,  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  CA  94133.  We  want 
to  keep  you  with  us! 
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PARROTS,  SAILORS 
AND  TOUCANS,  TOO 

by  Gardner  Haskell 
North  Beach  Library, 

2000  Mason  Street  at  Columbus  Av¬ 
enue. 

Tales  From  the  Urban  Jungle:  The  Par¬ 
rots  of  Telegraph  Hill  is  the  title  of  the 
slide  show  and  talk  which  will  be  given 
by  “Friend  of  the  Flock”  and  Telegraph 
Hill  resident,  Mark  Bittner.  For  the  past 
3  years  Mr.  Bittner  has  been  intimately 
involved  with  the  care,  feeding  and  ob¬ 
servation  of  the  wild  parrots  of  Telegraph 
Hill.  He  will  share  his  experiences  on 
Tuesday,  March  4  at  7  PM  at  the  library. 

Not  too  far  from  where  parrots  now  roost, 
sailors  were  kidnapped  and  forced  to 
work  on  ships  in  San  Francisco  in  the  1 9th 
and  20th  centuries.  This  form  of  sea-go¬ 
ing  slavery  came  to  be  known  as  being 
“shanghaied.”  Author  and  lecturer  Bill 
Pickelhaupt  will  present  a  slide  show, 
which  is  the  same  title  as  his  recently 
published  book,  Shanghaied  in  San  Fran¬ 
cisco ,  on  March  25  at  7PM  at  the  library. 

World  traveller  and  photographer  A1 
Greening  recently  shipped  out  on  a  Rus¬ 
sian  icebreaker  to  photograph  penguins 
and  the  ice-scapes  of  Antarctica.  On  the 
way  back,  he  got  some  shots  of  toucans 
and  the  back  country  of  Argentina.  Pen¬ 
guins  to  Toucans:  Antarctica  to  Argen¬ 
tina  is  a  slide  show  and  talk  that  takes 
place  on  April  29  at  7PM  at  the  library. 


SPRINGTIME  PROGRAMS 
AT  THE  CHILDREN  S  LIBRARY 

by  Jensa  Woo,  Children’s  Librarian 

Join  us  at  the  library  for  the  following  special 
children’s  programs  this  spring. 

J imbo  the  Clown  makes  a  return  visit  on  Tues¬ 
day,  March  4  at  10:30  AM.  At  6’6",  he  towers 
over  the  kids  and  enchants  audiences  with  his 
lively  antics  and  gentle  ways.  Suitable  for  ages 
3  and  up. 

Children’s  librarian  Joe  Mercier  will  have  an 
Easter  craft  program  on  Thursday,  March  27  at 
3:30  PM.  Kids,  come  cut  and  paste  and  deco¬ 
rate  to  your  heart’s  content!  Suitable  for  ages  6 
and  up. 

April  is  Multicultural  Festival  Month  at  the  San 
Francisco  Public  Library,  so  come  and  hear  sto¬ 
ryteller  Marijo  in  Story \  Story,  Who’s  Got  the 
StoryU  Everybody!,  on  Wednesday,  April  23  at 
3:45  PM.  Come  and  be  baffled  and  mesmer¬ 
ized!  Suitable  for  ages  6  and  up. 

These  programs,  funded  by  The  Friends  of  the 
San  Francisco  Public  Library,  are  in  addition  to 
our  weekly  storytime  and  film  programs  for  in¬ 
fants,  toddlers  and  preschoolers.  Call  us  at  274- 
0270  and  find  out  more  about  all  that  is  hap¬ 
pening  at  the  North  Beach  Library,  located  at 
Mason  Street  and  Columbus  Avenue. 


Washington  Square 
Bar^Grill. 

1707  Powell  St.  San  Francisco, 94133  Ph.  982-8123 
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RACCOON  ALERT 

by  Helen  von  Ammon 

Myriad  lightning  bugs  glow  intermit¬ 
tently,  luring  me  to  enter  their  en¬ 
chanted  forest  in  Northern  Florida. 
Resisting  the  temptation,  I  drift  into 
sleep,  at  peace  with  the  voices  of 
frogs  and  toads,  peepers,  owls  and 
countless  insects  which  provide  ca¬ 
cophonous  and  euphonious  night 
sounds.  As  if  it  were  a  nature  ref¬ 
uge,  on  a  sunny  afternoon  a  box  turtle 
waddled  across  the  garden,  dug  a 
hole  and  laid  her  eggs.  Then  she 
backed  and  filled  until  no  sign  re¬ 
mained  of  eggs  or  hole.  An  alligator 
hauled  out  of  the  nearby  lake  and 
onto  the  lawn  to  the  consternation  of 
neighbors  who  resented  this  invasion 
of  their  space. 

When  I  returned  to  North  Beach,  I 
had  my  own  environmental  encoun¬ 
ters. 

A  perfect  lemon-slice  moon  slid  be¬ 
tween  Russian  Hill  highrises  as  I 
slept.  Awakened  by  unidentifiable 
sounds,  1  found  a  workable  flashlight 
and  crept  cowardly  toward  the  noise. 
On  the  north  deck  of  my  third  floor 
apartment.  2  neon-red  eyes  glared  at 
me  through  a  Lone  Ranger  mask.  It 
was  a  raccoon — big  and  bold  as  a 
bear.  My  3  small  angora  rabbits,  who 
live  on  the  deck,  cowered  in  the  rear 
of  their  well-protected  3-tiered 
bundominium.  This  stranger  had  se¬ 
rious  plans  for  them. 

The  raccoon  bounded  from  one 
planter  box  to  another  and  parried  my 
thrusts  with  a  long  pole.  I  declared 
touche!  as  he  fled  down  the  magnolia 
tree. 


The  next  couple  of  nights,  about 
1 1 :30,  he  was  back,  this  time  with 
a  plan.  He  overturned  flower  pots 
and  dug  vigorously  in  planter 
boxes  searching  for  insects  and 
other  delicacies.  An  earlier  call  to 
the  SPCA  gained  their  recommen¬ 
dation  to  place  mothballs  in  plant 
containers.  To  this  wily  dude  they 
were  an  aphrodisiac.  I  shot  him 
with  a  strong  blast  of  water  from 
the  garden  hose  and  he  took  off. 
The  next  day,  I  received  4  pages 
of  suggestions  from  the  SPCA  for 
dealing  with  raccoons  without 
harming  them.  That  night  I  fol¬ 
lowed  ALL  instructions. 

Most  balloons  are  now  made  from 
mylar,  useless  for  my  purpose.  So 
I  searched  North  Beach  for  large 
balloons  which  would  bust  with  a 
loud  bang,  frightening  my  night 
crawler.  If  I  had  ever  thought  of 
trying  to  go  for  it  in  the  next 
Triathalon,  blowing  up  twenty  bal¬ 
loons  disabused  me  of  the  idea.  I 
burrowed  through  recycle  bins  and 
borrowed  beverage  cans,  piling 
them  into  every  raccoon  ingress. 
Dry  cleaner  plastic  bags,  opened 
and  tied  to  the  fence  and  tree 
branches,  shimmered  forebod¬ 
ingly  in  feeble  moonlight  and 
flapped  torturously  in  gusting 
wind.  On  the  railing  a  colorful 
nylon  windsock  with  long  stream¬ 
ers  flapped  wildly.  To  complete 
my  preparations,  I  was  almost 
overcome  by  sponges  soaked  in 
ammonia  which  I  gingerly  placed 
in  flower  pots. 


I  worked  on  my  deck  after  dark  for 
fear  my  neighbors  would  think  I 
had  finally  gone  over  the  edge.  I 
didn't  fancy  explaining  my  bizarre 
decorations  to  the  authorities, 
while  being  fitted  into  a  straight 
jacket.  Standing  back,  I  admired 
my  work  and  hoped  it  would  be 
eerily  efficacious  as  a  deterrent  to 
Mr.  Raccoon. 

Then  a  spooky  feeling  enveloped 
me  on  that  cold,  windy,  moonlit 
night.  Was  that  raccoon  hiding  in 
the  magnolia  tree. ..watching,  re¬ 
laxed,  confident,  clever  and  smirk¬ 
ing  as  he  awaited  his  1 1 :30  cue? 


THE  FAMOUS 

CONDOR 
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We  deeply  regret  the  loss  of  good  friends... 

Norma  Peterson  was  a  native  of  Pennsylvania  and  a  San  Francisco  resident  since  1963. 
She  is  survived  by  her  husband  Art,  THD’s  Recording  Secretary,  and  her  children 
Elizabeth  and  Brendan.  Norma  had  a  long  career  as  a  writer.  Her  specialties  ranged 
from  consumer  affairs  to  health  issues;  her  work  appeared  in  national  publications 
including  U.S.A.  Today,  Ladies'  Home  Journal,  Redbook  and  Reader's  Digest.  In  the 
70s,  her  syndicated  column  “California  Consumer”  ran  in  23  newspapers,  including  the 
San  Francisco  Examiner.  In  the  80s  she  became  editor  of  the  newsletter,  “Breast  Can¬ 
cer  Action”,  and  she  realized  a  lifelong  ambition  to  write  fiction.  Her  novel.  “Rhoda  the 
Rubber  Woman”  will  be  published  by  Permanent  Press  in  1998. 

Friends  attended  a  memorial  celebration  February  16  at  the  Swedenborgian  Church. 
Contributions  in  her  name  may  be  made  to  Breast  Cancer  Action  in  San  Francisco,  or  to 
the  Feukemia  Society  of  America. 

With  Norma’s  passing,  the  Pioneer  Park  Project  lost  one  of  its  original  team  members. 
She  was  the  first  to  take  charge  of  the  project’s  press  and  publicity  activities,  making 
important  contacts  and  writing  articles.  She  and  Art  were  some  of  the  first  neighbors  to 
participate  in  hauling  and  strategically  placing  branches  around  the  hill  to  control 
erosion  and  safely  redirect  pedestrian  traffic.  Members  of  the  project  are  indeed 
saddened  by  her  loss;  we  will  miss  her  capable  contributions  and  generous  spirit. 


Peter  Spediacci  died  at  his  home  in  Sonoma.  He  had  worked  at  Speedy’s,  his  family’s 
grocery  store  at  Union  and  Montgomery,  until  his  retirement  in  1978.  In  a  note,  THD 
member  Maggie  Baylis  reports  that  in  the  40s,  when  she  first  lived  on  the  Hill,  everyone 
eventually  met  at  Speedy’s — the  hub  of  the  neighborhood — for  gossip  and  stories  about 
colorful  local  characters. 

Friends  attended  a  memorial  celebration  for  Peter  last  December  in  Sonoma. 
Contributions  in  his  name  may  be  made  to  Sonoma  Valley  Hospice,  Vintage  House,  or  a 
favorite  charity. 
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THD  Committees  Need  You 


You  can  make  a  difference! 
Join  one  of  THD’s  committees, 
meet  and  work  with  your  fel¬ 
low  Hill  Dwellers  to  improve 
life  on  the  Hill. 

SPECIAL  COMMITTEES 

Crime  Prevention.  Pat 

Lorentzen,  781-0456.  Organizes 
S.A.F.E.  neighborhood  watch 
groups  and  works  with  Police 
Department  on  local  crime  prob¬ 
lems.  Participates  in  Police  Com¬ 
munity  Relations  Committee. 

H.A.L.O.  Art  Chang,  331-9595 
x  733.  Focuses  on  the  History, 
Art,  Landmarks  and  Organiza¬ 
tions  that  tell,  show,  demonstrate 
and  create  the  story  of  our  neigh¬ 
borhood. 

Hill’s  Angels.  Mia  Morrill,  982- 
4850.  Getting  families  together 
for  fun  with  their  children  and  to 
work  on  projects  to  improve  our 
environment  on  Telegraph  Hill. 

N.I.C.E.  Dawne  Bernhardt,  982- 
3314.  Creates  neighborhood 
projects  that  Improve,  Conserve, 
Enhance  the  Hill.  Work  parties 
plant,  clean,  beautify.  N.I.C.E. 
Awards  recognize  “People  Who 
Make  A  Difference.” 


N.E.R.T.  June  Fraps,  392-1 187. 
Energizes  members  to  take  emer¬ 
gency  disaster  response  training 
program  sponsored  by  the  City. 

Neighborhood  Liaison.  Sue 

Cauthen,  391-0737.  Represents 
THD  at  Coalition  for  SF  Neigh¬ 
borhoods,  a  city-wide  organiza¬ 
tion  that  meets  monthly  to  inter¬ 
act  with  other  neighborhoods  to 
discuss  common  problems. 

Parking  and  Transportation. 

Paul  Switzer,  788-8667.  Repre¬ 
sents  THDers  before  City  agen¬ 
cies  on  traffic  control,  curb  mark¬ 
ings  and  Muni  service,  cooperat¬ 
ing  with  other  neighborhood 
groups. 

Pioneer  Park  Improvement 
Project.  Howard  Wong,  982- 
5055.  Its  goal  is  to  increase  us¬ 
ability  of  the  Park’s  open  space 
and  to  improve  accessibility  and 
safety  through  planning,  work 
parties  and  fund-raising. 

Planning  and  Zoning.  Jim 

Valenti,  398-0076.  Dick 
Marshall,  885-5128.  Assists 
neighbors  with  zoning  issues  and 
Discretionary  Reviews;  repre¬ 
sents  THD  positions  before  the 
Planning  Commission  and  works 
with  developers  and  the  City  to 
protect  neighborhood  character. 


Waterfront.  Bob  Tibbits,  986- 
7227.  Monitors  new  develop¬ 
ment  projects  for  commercial  and 
recreational  activities  as  they  are 
processed  by  the  Port  Commis¬ 
sion,  Planning  Department  and 
SF  Bay  Conservation  and  Devel¬ 
opment  Commission. 

STANDING  COMMITTEES 

Budget.  Maud  Hallin,  78 1-3761. 
As  prescribed  in  By-Laws  for 
Treasurer. 

Membership.  As  prescribed  in 
By-Laws  for  Financial  Secretary. 

Program.  Arranges  social 
events,  including  quarterly  mem¬ 
bership  meetings  and  get-ac- 
quainted  social  functions. 

Semaphore.  Patricia  Cady,  397- 
2175.  The  editor  and  staff  pro¬ 
duce  a  quarterly  magazine  for 
THD  members. 
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4»-SAN  REMO  HPIII 

San  Francisco’s  Best  Kept  Secret 


“WHEN  I  FOUND  THE  SAN  REMO  I  KNEW 
I  HAD  STRUCK  GOLD.” 

Susan  Spano,  New  York  Times 

“YOU  CAN  COUNT  ON  THE  FRIENDLY,  BILINGUAL, 
CITY  SAVVY  STAFF  AT  THE  SAN  REMO  HOTEL.” 

Northern  California  Best  Places  -  1995-96 

“SAN  REMO  IS  A  LITTLE  CHARMER.” 

The  Women’s  Travel  Guide 

“THE  SAN  REMO  HOTEL  IS  A  GREAT  PLACE  FOR 
SINGLE  TRAVELERS  TO  FEEL  AT  HOME.” 

Mary  Forgione,  LA  Daily  News 

“SAN  REMO  HOTEL  IS  TIDY  AND  ENDEARING.” 

San  Francisco’s  Top  10  Hotels,  LA  Times 

“THIS  PLACE  IS  PERFECT!” 

Postcard  from  Faye  of  Half  Moon  Bay 


♦  1906  Historic  Hotel 

♦  Charming  European  Style  Pensione 

♦  Near  Fisherman’s  Wharf  and  North  Beach 

♦  $45  to  $65  Nightly  ♦  1  Block  to  Cable  Cars 


2237  Mason  Street  Near  Chestnut  ♦  (800)  352-REMO  ♦  (415)  776-8688 
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THD  CALENDAR 

1st  Saturday  Stair  &  Garden  Work  Party.  April  5  AM.  Meet 
at  Pioneer  Park.  For  more  information  call  391-9919. 

General  Membership  Dinner  Meeting.  April  7. 

Election  of  Officers 

Clean  Sweep  Day.  April  19,9:45  AM.  Meet  at  Washington 
Square,  across  from  SS  Peter  &  Paul  Church.  For  more  in¬ 
formation  call  982-3314. 

N.I.C.E.  Committee  meets  1st  Tuesdays  monthly.  982-3314. 

Parking  &  Traffic  Committee  meets  2nd  Tuesdays  monthly. 
1 1  AM  at  Little  City  Restaurant,  Union  and  Powell  Streets. 

The  Coalition  for  San  Francisco  Neighborhoods  meets  ev¬ 
ery  3rd  Tuesday.  391-0737. 


